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[Prior Art] For example, in the case of the 
elec trographic printer /copying machine, the dot printing 
method is used to realize the half tone, and multi- 
gradation density is realized by equivalently changing 
the dot area. Generally, the electronically formed 
screen is used for dot printing. Furthermore, in the case 
of the elec trographic color printer /copying machine that 
forms a color image by printing a plurality of colors one 
on another, a screen is set for each color. At that time, 
the screen angle is differentiated between colors so that 
the dot image of one color is not printed on that of another 
color. In other words, the screen rotation is applied, 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In the present 
invention, a multi-color image forming apparatus that 
processes a plurality of color image data pieces to form 
a multi-color image is provided with input means that 
enters the color image data that has been decomposed 
separately for colors, screen angle setting means for 
setting the screen angle separately for input colors, and 
phase differentiating means for differentiating the phase 
from the initial phase so that the phases of the respec t i ve 
colors are different from each other, wherein a 
multi-color image is formed based on the screen angle 
setting means and the phase differentiating means. 
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[Operation] The screen angle is set separately for 
colors, and tlie initial phase of the reference signal 
served for setting the screen angle is shif ted, for example, 
every one scanning. Thereby, the center of a dot of one 
color is apart from the center of a dot of another color 
with a uniform interval, and it is prevented that the dot 
image of one color is printed on that of another color 
to cause the moire pattern. 
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